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1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 

35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as his invention. 

2. Claims 14-16, 19, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicants regard as the invention. More particularly, in 
claim 14 the words "low" or "high" ammonia latices are believed 
to be unduly vague and indefinite, as is "different" (virtually 
any chemical composition is "different" when one considers the 
molecular level) and "types" in claim 15. Claims 16 and 19 
should have proper Markush language. In claim 27, line 3, 
"substance" is unduly vague and indefinite, i.e. perhaps 
--substrate-- would be more suitable. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 

this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1 and 14-27 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over either Hendricks or Tamburro. 
The references each disclose (note particularly Hendricks, column 
1 lines 22-29, Example II, column 11 lines 42-53, column 12 lines 
23-29; Tamburro, column 2 lines 34-45, claims 1 and 2) a genus of 
pressure sensitive adhesive tapes which while they do not appear 
to teach the product -by-process limitation set forth in 
applicants' independent claim 1 do teach the presence of a 
styrene -butadiene copolymer having a butadiene content of more 
than 55% blended with a natural rubber ingredient. Furthermore, 
with respect to the product -by-process limitations involving 
coating the composition onto the backing, these have not as yet 
been shown to form a resulting adhesive composition that is 
patentably distinct from those set forth in the reference. Note 
also that Hendricks expressly teaches pressure sensitive adhesive 
compositions having desirable cohesive properties and that each 
of the styrene -butadiene copolymers taught by the references 
contain significantly more than 55% of butadiene content. With 
respect to the dependent claims, it is believed that rubber 
latexes of the "low ammonia" or "high ammonia" are known to one 
of ordinary skill, and the utilization of either chemical cross- 
linking (claim 16) or physical cross-linking (claim 17) are each 
believed to be well known techniques to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. Note also that the Examiner further believes that 
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carboxylated styrene -butadiene dispersions (claim 23) are 
believed to be commercially available products such as that 
applicants have utilized in each of their Examples. With respect 
to the method claims 26 and 27, these each involve only nominal 
method steps and are believed to be well known to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, as are the remaining parameters that are not 
either expressly or inherently disclosed. 

5. Claims 1 and 14-27 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over applicants' admissions in the 
specification, particularly on pages 1 and 2 taken in view of 
Korpman. Applicants appear to admit in their specification that 
the entire invention and all of its embodiments are well known to 
one of ordinary skill in the art except for the improvement of 
utilizing styrene -butadiene copolymer dispersions that have a 
butadiene content of more than 55% in a blend with natural rubber 
latex to form an adhesive tape having a "cohesive adhesive 
composition" , Korpman, however discloses (note particularly the 
Abstract, column 1 line 32 - column 2 line 3, column 2 lines 
32-46, column 3 lines 30-34, column 5 lines 30-46, lines 69-70) 
the missing element that "low- styrene" synthetic copolymers of 
butadiene and styrene can be particularly desirable in forming 
pressure sensitive adhesive compositions that exhibit superior 
cohesive and adhesive properties as well as a variety of other 
desirable properties at a variety of temperature ranges and 
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particular environments. Note that although the reference doe 
not particularly focus on styrene -butadiene copolymers in rubber 
blends, the reference teaches (e.g. column 2 lines 37-46) that it 
has been well known to add such copolymers to natural rubber for 
improved performance and also that tackifiers may be either 
present or not present, which is the subject of applicants' 
former claim 13. Accordingly, one of ordinary skill in the art, 
aware of the present state of the art such as set forth in 
applicants' admissions on page 1 and 2 of the specification would 
have more than an ample amount of motivation to incorporate the 
low-styrene butadiene -styrene copolymers taught by Korpman in 
view of their highly desirable properties in many environments 
and thereby either form, or clearly render obvious the claimed 
genus of articles and accompanying methods. What other 
parameters that are not either expressly or inherently disclosed 
are again each believed to be obvious modifications to one . of 
ordinary skill, in the absence of unexpected results. 

6. The Examiner has been unable to obtain a copy of EP 
95108577 cited at page 2, line 16 of the specification, and 
questions whether or not this is the proper number of the 
citation. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
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can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6: 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 



Dzirker :cdc 
May 8, 2003 



DANIEL ZIRKER 
PRIMARY E)CAMINER 
GROUPISeft- 
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